BERKELEY INDEPENDENT STUDY [BIS]

providing quality personalized instruction
for two decades …

acknowledges and welcomes each student’s personal,
cultural and academic background.

CHOOSE BIS IF YOU
•
•
•
•
•

Are a self-starter—happy to move learning along at a quicker pace
Want to take college courses while still in high school
Will benefit from a flexible schedule
Pursue demanding artistic, athletic or other extracurricular pursuits
Want more support for succeeding in school in spite of health
issues
• Have a daytime job or other daytime responsibilities such as
childcare
• Prefer an individualized education in an intimate environment
• Want to take a role in shaping your education

BIS

berkeley independent study
Take charge of your
high school education!
personalized. flexible. inspiring.

Berkeley Independent Study is an option for Berkeley High School
students who are better served in an alternative educational
setting. Begun as a high school program in 1992 on the Berkeley
High campus with one teacher and two students, over the years
we came to occupy our own off-campus space and graduated
thousands of students. Our mission is to provide our students
with an excellent education that prepares them to become critical
thinkers, and independent, lifelong learners.

how to apply

Berkeley Independent Study has ongoing enrollment. Visit our campus at
the address below or call for more information. Orientation sessions are
held every Monday at 9 AM, or by appointment. Download the application
at the website below.

berkeley independent study
2701 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Ste. 200
Berkeley, CA 94703
Call 510 644.8592

berkeleyschools.net/schools/independent-study

independent study—
freedom and self-discipline
in a non-traditional setting.

profile | the bis student deep and broad curriculum
core coursework and beyond
A successful BIS student takes
advantage of his/her freedom
by relying upon self-discipline
skills and a passion for
knowledge. There is no
opportunity to sit in the
back of the classroom.
Students at varying academic
proficiencies thrive in our
informal, relaxed environment
where they learn to engage in academic
dialogue and get direct teacher feedback on their assignments.
BIS has a long tradition of graduating students with varying
needs and interests. Notable alumni include professional
athletes; award-winning jazz and classical musicians;
dancers, actors, visual artists, educators, engineers, scientists,
mathematicians and more.

“
“

Essential to the challenging BIS curriculum are the interests and
needs of each BIS student. Students develop their motivation,
interests and skills as readers, writers, researchers and problem
solvers as a result of the individualized, open format and
personalized attention they receive, which serves them well as
they pursue their collegiate and professional futures.

• Progressive, dedicated teachers credentialed in each
subject area
• Rigorous, college preparatory instruction
• Honors and AP courses are offered, in addition to the
standard curriculum.
• Concept-based, scaffolded, differentiated coursework
• Freedom to play a role in designing study paths
• Students may engage in pursuits beyond the traditional
classroom because of limited on-campus time commitment

i chose BIS because …

I feel relaxed. It’s not like a classroom where teachers
have to deal with a lot of people at the same time.
It’s one-on-one and you get a lot of support.

”

Independent study teaches responsibility, accountability and
autonomy. I’ve learned how to effectively manage my time and
have a job, extracurriculars, and school without spreading myself
too thin. This has really prepared me for college and adult life.

”

One-on-one interaction with my teachers
“ I love the teachers.means
we build some kind of relationship.
I feel supported and seen as a person in my classes.
This also means that a teacher might be able to
assign me something that is personally interesting.

”

FAQS

EARNING CREDITS With a few exceptions, BIS is on a quarter
system: 1 quarter corresponds to 1 BHS semester. Each quarter BIS
students may enroll in up to 3 courses, earning up to 15 units of
credit— with up to 60 units over the period of one school year.
MENTORING Students may meet one-on-one with a mentor
weekly as a way to stay focused and succeed in their independent
coursework. Mentors listen and provide feedback, check in with
instructors, help with organization and study skills, communicate
with parents/guardians, and provide creative solutions and
encouragement.
TUTORING BIS provides cross-curriculum academic support daily
for students from 9 AM - 4 PM. Students can schedule individual
appointments or drop in during Study Hall.
CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT If a course is not offered at BIS,
students may concurrently enroll in a maximum of 2 courses at
Berkeley High School. Some students choose to take community
college courses concurrently.
OPEN ENROLLMENT YEAR ROUND BIS has open enrollment—there
is no need to enter the Berkeley High School lottery to attend. Call
510.644.8592 for application information or download the application at
the website listed below.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Berkeley Independent Study has
an assisted homeschooling option
for K-8 students and families
that includes art and gardening
components.
• The Berkeley Unified School District’s
Home Hospital instruction program
serving students who are too ill to
attend school is headquartered at BIS.

BERKELEYSCHOOLS.NET/SCHOOLS/INDEPENDENT-STUDY

